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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a defined quality of service in 
a packet switched communication system having a plurality of interconnected nodes for 
forwarding of data packets, wherein the plurality of interconnected nodes includes an 
edge node #^at and a plurality of interior nodes, wherein the edge node connects to user 
equipment or to a further communication system^ an d -that processes data packets 
having a data field specifying a handling of the packets, and forwards the processed 
data packets to the interior nodes, wherein the plurality of i ntorconnoct e d nod e s p e rform 
g d'rfforontrated handling of th e p a ck e ts aocord i nQ to Gaid dat a fi e ld interior nodes fomn a 
core network through which data packets received from the edge node are fonA/arded 

, toward a destination , said method comprising; 

connecting the edge node to a data base that contains a record user subscription 
for an identified user specifying a quality of service for the klentlfied user; 

providing the edge node with quality parameters from the identified user's r e cord 
subscription : an^ 

processing in the edge node, a data packet for the identified user by setting the 
data field specifying the handling of the packet according to the quality parameters from 
the identified user's record subscription : and 

forwarding the processed data packets bv the interior nodes in the core network 
bv performi ng a differentiated handling of the packets acoordino to the data field set bv 
the edge node . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the step 
of processing the data packet in the edge node includes changing the data field from a 
previously specified quality of service to a quality of service according to the quality 
parameters from the identified user's feowd subscription . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, wherein the data 
packets are processed according to a protocol stack, and the step of processing the 
data packet In the edge node includes setting the data field according to information 
specified on a layer in the protocol stack of the edge node that is different from the layer 
evaluated by the interior nodes for the handling of the packets, 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2, wherein the data 
field is changed in response to a traffic load In the communication system. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 . wherein the step 
of connecting the edge node to a data base includes connecting the edge node to a 
second node that connects to the data base, wherein the quality parameters from the 
identified user's fe se r d subscription are forwarded from the second node to the edge 
node. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the data 
packets are intemet protocol packets and the data field is the differentiated services 
field in the intemet protocol header. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein the step 
of setting the data field specifying the handling of the packet according to the quality 
parameters from the identified user's f eeefd s_ubs_cription includes setting unspecified 
bits in the differentiated sen/ices field according to the identified user's record 
subscription , wherein the int e rconn e ct ed Interior nodes handle the packet according to 
the unspecified bits. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6, wherein the step 
of setting the data field specifying the handling of the packet according to the quality 
parameters from the fdentffled user's r e cord subscription includes setting a plurality of 
bits that specify per hop behavror according to the identified user's fecord subscription . 
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9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
data base is a location register. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein each of 
the plurality of int e rconn e ct e d interior nodes that receives the data pacl<et evaluates the 
data field if the traffic load Is above a threshold value. 

11. (Currently Amended) An edge node in a packet switched communication 
system having a plurality of interconnected interior nodes for fonA^arding of data packets 
through a core network , wherein the edge node processes the data packets and is 
connectable to at least one of the interconnected interior nodes and to user equipment 
or to a further communication system extemal to the core network , and the packets 
include a data field that specifies a handling of the packets in the interconnected interior 
nodes, said edge node comprising: 

an interface for accessing a data base holding user r e cords subscriptions and 
retrieving parameters specifying a quality of service for an identified user; 

means for stor i ng tho paramotorc opecrfy i ng th e quality of s e rv i c e for th e 
i d e nt i fi e d us e r; 

means for determining that an incoming packet is associated with the identified 
user; and 

processing means for setting the data field of ttie incoming packet to specify the 
handling of the incoming packet bv the interconnected interior nodes according to the 
quality parameters from the identrfied user's record subscription: 

wherein the plurality of interconnected interior nodes perform a differentiated 
handling of the packets according to the data field set bv the edge node . 

12. (Cun^ently Amended) The edge node according to claim 11. further 
comprising means for processing data packets according to a protocol stack, wherein 
the processing means evaluates data from a first layer in the protocol stack and sets the 
data field at a second protocol layer, which Is evaluated by the plurality of 
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interconnected interior nodes for tiie handling of the packets, according to the data 
evaluated from the first protocol layer 

13. (Previously Presented) The edge node according to claim 11, wherein the 
edge node is a serving GPRS support node (SGSN) or a gateway GPRS support node 
(GGSN). 

14. (Previously Presented) The edge node according to claim 13, wherein the 
edge node includes a control node and a node for processing pacl<ets. 

15. (Previously Presented) The edge node according to claim 11, wherein the 
edge node is a radio network controller or an adapter in a user equipment. 

16. (Cunrently Amended) An i ntermed i ate interior node in a packet switched 
communicat i on syst e m core network having a plurality of interconnected interior nodes 
for forwarding of internet protocol data packets that include a differentiated services 
data field m the internet protocol header specifying a handling of the packets, wherein 
the differentiated sen/ices data field indudas a number of unspecified bits, said node 
comprising: 

means for receiving the data packets from an edge node that sets unspeorfied 
bits in the differentiated services data field to indicate a oualitv of service for the data 
packets: and 

processing means for peri'orming a differentiated handling of the packets 
according to the differentfated services data fleldrTil L said processing means including: 

means for evaluating the unspecffied bits in the differentiated services 
data field; and 

means for handling the jacket packets according to the unspecified bits. 

17. (Currently Amended) The intormcdiato interior node according to claim 16, 
further comprising means for measuring a traffic load, wherein the unspecified bits are 
evaluated only if the traffic toad is above a threshold value. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A program unit on a data carrier or loadable into an 
edge node in a packet switched communication system, wherein the edge node 
provides connections and processes packets sent between user equipment or a further 
communication system and int e rm e diat e interior nodes In the commun i cat i on syctem a 
core network which perform a differentiated handling of the packets according to a data 
field in the data packets, wherein the program unit comprises: 

means for loading obtaining from a user subscription, parameters for an identified 
user served by the edge node, said parameters specifying a quality of sen/ice for the 
identified user; 

means for determining that an incoming packet is associated with the identified 
user; ami 

means for processing the incoming data packet by setting the data field in the 
incoming packet according to the parameters for the identif ed use r: and 

means for fonft/ardina the processed data p_acket_tp_an_interior node in the core 
network: 

whereby the program unit causes the interior node to perform a differentiated 
handling of the data packet according to the data field set by the program unit . 

19-20. (Canceled) 
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